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[bookmark: _Toc12345425]Executive Summary

The purpose of this project report is to problems and prospects of eco-tourism of Bangladesh. 
Eco-tourism is a concentrated part of the tourism sector. The main concern of eco-tourism is quite different from conventional tourism. Eco-tourism focuses on responsible traveling involving both the travelers and host on the welfare of nature. Travelers get more opportunity to come close to nature as well as people in eco-tourism rather than conventional tourism. They can experience Mother Nature and the local culture as they are part of it. Eco-tourism reduces the negative aspects of conventional tourism and makes tourism a joy able experience for both travelers and nature. Because of these environmental criteria of eco-tourism people around the world are getting more interested in this type of tourism.

This report gathered information on Eco-tourism activity conducted around the world as well as Bangladesh. The main focus was to find out the prospects and problems of Eco-tourism happening in Bangladesh. It helped me to gather knowledge in this sector especially on the eco-tourism activity of Bangladesh.   

The main focus of the research is to show the present scenario of eco-tourism sector in Bangladesh, find out the advantages of this sector, what problem people face regarding eco-tourism and find out a reasonable solution of the problems which will boost the growth of eco-tourism in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is a country with great potential for eco-tourism. Although the sector is less known in this country there are a lot of scopes for eco-tourism in Bangladesh. The vast natural resources of the country with the age-old tribal community make a great host for eco-tourism activity. There are lots of people mostly tribal communities are doing the eco-tourism activity in the rural areas. Most of the people are unaware of the eco-tourism activity happening in the country.  For lack of proper promotions and other things, this sector is still an alien in the tourism industry of Bangladesh.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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[bookmark: _Toc12345427]Introduction
Eco-tourism is a special kind of tourism. It is different from the traditional tourism. Eco-tourism focuses on the nature, its wellbeing and protection of the overall environment. It encourages people to realize the importance of nature for the betterment of them and their future generation. Eco-tourism is more than just travelling. It is travelling responsibly taking care of the nature and the local community. In the current world people are getting more interested into eco-tourism. It gives travelers more opportunity to come deep into the nature and the local life and culture. Eco-tourism also focuses on the welfare of wildlife. It works for the betterment of wildlife. 

In Bangladesh the concept of eco-tourism is still new. People has less or improper idea on eco-tourism. General people are unaware about the importance of eco-tourism. Local people who are involved with this tourism are also doesn’t have proper knowledge on it. Many eco-resorts are also doing it wrong. There is less information available about eco-tourism. People have less scope to know about the prospects of the eco-tourism. They also cannot determine the benefits and problems they may face doing eco-tourism activity.

The report tries to identify the actual scenario of eco-tourism in Bangladesh. It shows the areas and participants of this tourism sector and their potentials. It focuses on the potential growth of this sector by evaluating different aspects relating to eco-tourism. It focuses on the prospects and problems of eco-tourism in Bangladesh. It shows the benefits of eco-tourism as well as the problems and the way to overcome it. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345428]Motivation of the Study

Eco-tourism has gained greater and greater importance all around the world. The environmental friendly tourism attracts more travelers to travel responsibly. Eco-tourism has also gained popularity in Bangladesh. Although Bangladesh has great potential on eco-tourism still it is not getting enough exposures. Seeing the popularity of eco-tourism around the world, eco-tourism in Bangladesh should get more attention. To establish the concept strongly there should be true evaluation regarding problems related to this sector. The advantages should also be highlighted to attract more people.

[bookmark: _Toc12345429]Objective of the Study

· To make a review of current scenario of eco-tourism sector in Bangladesh especially in Sreemangal
· To make a report on problems and prospects of eco-tourism in Bangladesh based on the current scenario of Sreemangal
· To make proper suggestion as well as the way of implementation for economic and social development through eco-tourism

[bookmark: _Toc12345430]Scope and limitation of the study

This study includes collection information on the tourism sector especially eco-tourism of Bangladesh. There were some barriers in conducting the research:
· Limited information in the web on the eco-tourism sector of Bangladesh
· No or very few prior research conducted on eco-tourism of Bangladesh
· Less amount of journal in the newspaper on eco-tourism
· Limited time period for conducting the research
· Restriction in visiting the spot physically
Despite of some problems there were some benefits also:
· The research area was selected earlier so it saves some time
· Prior research on the same area
· Prior questionnaire on the same topic
· Information from blog relating tourism sector

[bookmark: _Toc12345431]Significant of the study

The significance of tourism development is important for the economic development of a country like Bangladesh. As tourism industry is growing rapidly all over the world it has some adverse impact on the environment. The impacts are such as deforestation, negative effect on bio-diversity, adverse effect on wildlife and so on. So there is a need for developing ‘nature friendly’ tourism or eco-tourism. Despite of vast natural resources Bangladesh is already late to adapt the nature friendly tourism. Eco-tourism is great opportunity for Bangladesh to improve the economic condition, but it is left behind because of proper promotion. In this context, an ‘analysis of the problems and prospects of eco-tourism of Bangladesh’, in the basis of current eco-tourism scenario of Sreemangal 

[bookmark: _Toc12345432]List of Abbreviations and Technical Terms

        ISTI                                                         International Sustainable Tourism Initiative
        BPC	                                                Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation
        CBE	                                             Community-Based Ecotourism
        BTB	                                       Bangladesh Tourism Board
        GDP	                                    Gross Domestic Product
        UNESCO	                                                  United Nations Educational, Scientific and 			                                 Cultural Organization	               
        UN	                      United Nations
        BTRI                                                         Bangladesh Tea Research Institute	
        NTC                                                          National Tea Company
        WTO                                                         World Trade Organization
        WEF                                                          World Economic Forum
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[bookmark: _Toc12345434]Introduction
“Shamsuddoha and Nasir (2011) did a study on Sitakunda eco-park in Chittagong division of Bangladesh. In that research they explored the opportunities of ecotourism in sub-urban city. According to the researchers, to maintain the natural balance Bangladesh is trying to develop a number of eco-parks and by this time there exists half a dozen of eco-park in Bangladesh. But in most of the cases, the eco-park does not have a minimum standard as the lack of infrastructure and other problems slow the pace of developing a model good ecotourism culture.

“Das (2011) lead a study on Ecotourism, Sustainable Development and the Indian State. The main focus of this study was to critically analyze of some of the ecotourism policies and programs of the Indian government. Sustainable development was the basis for evaluating the ecotourism in the study. The researcher showed in this study that, the fragmented nature of ecotourism policies and practices has a contradiction with sustainable tourism, though it plays one of the vital roles for ensuring a sustainable development in India. Finally, the study recommended that amendments in procedures, without a thoughtful evaluation, might not successfully accomplish all the gaps involved.”

“Shoeb-Ur-Rahman and Shahid (2012) conducted a research on the growing dilemma of tourism specially ecotourism and sustainable development in the context of Bangladesh. The researchers tried to provide an impression of how ecotourism destination appeared as a core element of sustainable development of Bangladesh. Furthermore, to become a major ecotourism destination, they have recommended and pointed out some of the marketing strategies for developing the sector.”

“Salam, Lindsay, and Beveridge (2000) conducted a study on UN‟s world heritage site, Sundarban of Bangladesh. In their study they tried to describe how the ecotourism protect the Sundarban and maintain a healthy natural environment for the wildlife. The study suggested that, nature oriented tourism can play a vital role to achieve the sustainability in the reserve forests and protecting the world heritage sites as well. The major findings of the study portraits the native community, economy of a country and the regional economic condition can play a vital role for tourism development. Moreover planned tourism development and a strong political commitment can also boost the growth of tourism development.”
“Okaka (2007) tried to find out the role of media communications in formulating tourism strategy and cross cultural communication for peace, safety for sustainable tourism industry in Africa. The researcher pointed out that, the media can play a vital role in the development of sustainable tourism in the African region. Research, interchange of tourism experts and information within the existing economic and regional blocks, joint product or service development, development of human capital and management can be possible with the help of media communication.

Above analyses doesn’t mention the prospect and problems of eco-tourism in Bangladesh. Therefore the report has been taken to address the issue.
[bookmark: _Toc12345435]Eco-Tourism
	
Eco-Tourism is a special form of tourism which focuses on responsible travelling in natural areas, using natural resources and maintaining well being with locals. The director of ISTI described eco-tourism as “Responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improve the well being of local people.” The purpose of eco-tourism is to make people knowledgeable about the environment, the locals and how it can be beneficial for the local people. It enables the people to interact with locals and know their culture directly. It tries to build relationship between nature and human. 

The modern movement of eco-tourism has begun in 1970s. Eco-tourism has became popular over last three decades as an alternate of conventional tourism to make focus on areas which are less known and less developed but with huge natural resources. The focus was to protect those natural resources and make it notice to the entire world. At present eco-tourism is getting more exposure from around the world. After the UN designating 2017 as the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development, people are getting more concern on eco-tourism. In recent year’s eco-tourism has become one of the most effective ways to protect and preserve natural resources. At present eco-tourism is one of the fastest growing travel industries with 6% of world’s GDP.

Eco-tourism also plays a great role on empowering the local community. It not only focuses on the environment but also on the growth of local people. The impact on local community because of eco-tourism is noticeable. Local people especially women are getting more and more empowered because of eco-tourism. It increased the local revenue and encourages the local people to use their land for their welfare and preserve their own traditions. It creates more work for local people.  We can see the scenario of Costa Rica as example. In 1970 after building its eco-tourism infrastructure unemployment rate has fallen less than 10%. The community empowerment of eco-tourism can be divided into five sectors-
· Economic Empowerment
· Social Empowerment
· Environmental Dimension
· Political Empowerment
· Psychological Empowerment


[bookmark: _Toc12345436]Eco-tourism Framework	

This framework demonstrates the major aspects of eco-tourism. The effects of eco-tourism can be divided into three sectors- political, social, and environmental.
Eco-tourism ensures economic growth of a community for long term benefits and development. It also ensures their regular needs to continue with the activity. Growth of local income increases through tourists visiting local community resulting local enrichment. Enhance local employment tourism sector.



Eco-tourism ensures social balance for the betterment of overall community. It develops the social equality among the locals. Equal distribution of profit is beneficial for the poor and increases the job opportunity. Every person from the community can be a part of community planning and decision making process. It ensures same treatment to every tourists visiting in local community. It increases the quality of life within the community and increases the social interaction outside the local community. Local culture and traditions can also be promoted to the outsider through eco-tourism. Eco-tourism ensures balance between nature and human. It encourages the use of natural recourses and preserves it for the betterment of both nature and human. It also ensures clean environment by minimizing pollution.

[bookmark: _Toc12345437]Eco-Tourism Scenario in Bangladesh

Bangladesh is a land of natural resources. People around the world are getting more and more interested travelling in Bangladesh. The diverse culture and food are the main reasons for tourist to come into Bangladesh. Bangladesh tourism sector is controlled by the BPC formed in 1972 under the ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism. Around six-lakh tourists came in 2012 to experience the diversify nature and people of Bangladesh. In 2013 the tourism sector contributed the country’s economy with 4.4% GDP, 3.8% employment and 1.5% investment. Although Bangladesh has so many scopes in tourism industry still Bangladesh is not a tourist destination country because of some limitations. To increase employment, ensure economic development and sustainability Bangladesh government reconstructed the national tourism policy in 2010.

In the context of Bangladesh eco-tourism is still a new concept. It is a less known term as people are less concern about this. People are unaware about the fact that eco-tourism has the ability to change their life. The scope of eco-tourism in Bangladesh is limitless. The diversify land and nature of this country is a gold opportunity for Bangladesh. The government is also taking steps to improve the overall scenario of eco-tourism in Bangladesh since 1990s. The Environment Policy in 1992 and Bangladesh Environment Protection Law in 1995 reflected the government’s concern on clean environment and eco-tourism development. The main objective of reconstructed tourism policy was to develop eco-tourism by protecting the natural resources and promote well-being of community, preserve the authentic culture and values of local people and encourage them in social participation. The Government has also introduced an act of “Protected areas of tourism and special tourism zone.” The government has realized that eco-tourism is one of the major elements that can protect the nature of the country as well as creating balance between the nature and human life. Eco-tourism can improve the local economy by decreasing the unemployment rate through creating employment within the local community. It can boost the demand for agricultural products. Eco-tourism enhances the opportunity of overall tourism industry of the country not within some conventional tourist spot. Rural and unknown areas with vast natural resources are getting attention because of eco-tourism. As a result this sector of tourism is getting more exposure more the government. BPC and BTB are doing many promotional activities within and also outside the country to attract people on eco-tourism. Many private organizations are also showing interest in eco-tourism.

[bookmark: _Toc12345438]Major Eco-tourism Areas in Bangladesh

Bangladesh is a land of natural resources. It is known for its green and natural beauty to the world. The numbers of tourists are increasing day by day. The opportunities for eco-tourism are endless. There are places in Bangladesh which are perfect for eco-tourism. Some major places for eco-tourism are described below:

[bookmark: _Toc12345439]Sreemangal is a golden land for eco-tourism. Lawachara National Park, Tea Garden, Madhabpur Lake, Baikka Beel are the core natural resources of this area. Many local community of this area are involved in eco-tourism directly. People from all around the country are getting more interested to explore the natural beauty of this area by living with the local people and experience the local culture.

[bookmark: _Toc12345440]Cox’s Bazar is the longest sea beach in the world 120 km unbroken sandy sea beach. It is one of the main tourist attractions for convectional tourism. People from around the world come to enjoy the nature of cox’s bazaar. Beside conventional tourism noticeable amount of people are involved in eco-tourism in this area. Many eco-resorts have been established in less populated areas far from the main city.

[bookmark: _Toc12345441]Saint Martin Island is tiny island located in the northeast part of Bay of Bengal. The island is known for its coconut, clear sea water, coral colony and obviously the landscape. Increasing number of people is visiting this island every year. Eco-tourism sector in Saint Martin Island is enriched. Local people share their home with the tourists as there is less number of hotels.

[bookmark: _Toc12345442]Sitakundo Eco-Park is the first eco-park in Bangladesh. It is a unique park with a botanical garden inside. It was established in 2001 in the Chandranath Hills in Sitakunda as view to facilitate biodiversity conservation, natural rejuvenation, infrastructure development, new plantation and to inspire nature based tourism as a whole.

[bookmark: _Toc12345443]Sundarban is the largest mangrove forest in the world. UNESCO has approved Sundarban as one of the most biologically productive of all natural ecosystems. Sundarban is full of natural resources. Forests, wildlife and diversify nature attracts not only tourists but also researchers and scientists. The SRF is considered as the world heritage site declared by UNESCO in 1997. There are several tourist points in Sundarban. Sundarban is an ideal place for eco-tourism. Endless natural resources with diversify wildlife attracts tourists around the world. People come here to experience the wild nature and the adventurous life of the local people. Local people are also getting interested in this as they are getting benefits economically.

[bookmark: _Toc12345444]Sajek Valley is one of the newest tourist attractions which have become popular among tourists. This place is surrounded by hill and rivers. Here practice of eco tourism is mainly done by the tribal communities. People come here to experience the hills and the lifestyle and traditions of tribal people. The main tribal groups are Chakma, Marma, Lushai, Tripura, and Sagma.

[bookmark: _Toc12345445]Madhabkunda Eco-park is a natural waterfall situated in Moulvibazar. It is the biggest waterfall in Bangladesh with lots of ecological and economic importance. Noticeable number of Khasia people lives in forest near the main spot. Agriculture is the main source of their income. People around the country go there to experience the nature and the live of the tribal people.

[bookmark: _Toc12345446]Ratargul Swamp Forest is a unique swamp forest and one of the few swamp forest with fresh water. It is located in Sylhet. The forest goes 20 to 30 feet under water in the rainy season. The natural beauty of Ratargul is beyond description. Tourists come to visit Ratargul mostly in rainy season. Ratargul Swamp Forest is enriches in green nature with different kinds of animals, snakes and birds. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345447]Madhupur Sal Forest is one of diverse forest with richest ecosystem. It is in Tangail with 45,565.18 acres of land. This forest is full of plants and animals. There are many tribal groups who live in Madhupur Sal Forest.

The above described places are the major attractions for sustainable tourism in Bangladesh. For time and other limitations in-depth discussion of all places is quite difficult. Though Sreemangal is one of the major eco-tourism places in Bangladesh, I will broadly discuss the eco-tourism scenario of Sreemangal. Sreemangal has diversified nature with Varity of local people. Sreemangal has also some eco-resorts which will be very useful for collecting information. There are also some places which has potentials for eco-tourism. From the perspective of this area I will to evaluate the prospects and problems of eco-tourism in Sreemangal and link this to the overall eco-tourism scenario of Bangladesh.
  	
[bookmark: _Toc12345448]Eco-tourism Scenario in Sreemangal

Sreemangal is a small upazila situated in Moulvibazar district in Sylhet division since 1996. Before that Sreemangal was under Chittagong division. It is near Bangladesh –India boarder.    The area of Sreemangal is 450.74 sq km. with total population of 278232. Among the total population 51.76% is male and 48.24% is female. Literacy rate of Sreemangal is 39.6%. Climate of Sreemangal is very much soothing. It is known for heavy rainfall in rainy season and also most cold places in Bangladesh in winter season. Sreemangal has some tribal community living in this place from years. Two major tribal groups are Monipuri and Khasia. The tribal people play a major role in the growth of eco-tourism in this area. 

   [image: ]                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Sreemangal is covered by hills and tea garden. Majority of tea gardens are situated in here. Sreemangal is known as ‘The land of two leaves and bud’. People come here to take the fresh smells of tea garden and experience the finest tea of the country. But Sreemangal is much more than the tea garden. There are much more in sreemangal than the tea gardens. The natural beauty of Sreemangal is breathtaking. People from all over the country even from outside of the country come to experience the magical form of nature surrounded by forest and wildlife. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345449]Potential Eco-tourism Places in Sreemangal
[bookmark: _Toc12345450]Tea Garden
Sreemangal is a land of tea garden. Most of the tea gardens (around 47) are situated in Sreemangal including the first tea garden of the country ‘Malni Choora Tea Garden’. The largest tea estate is also located in Sreemangal. The first and only tea research institute BTRI is also situated in Sreemangal. Some known Tea Company such as Finlays, Ispahani and NTC has their plant in Sreemangal. Large amount of world’s highest quality tea is produced and exported from Sreemangal. For the vast tea culture Sreemangal is known as the ‘Tea Capital of Bangladesh’. Tea gardens are also a big source of tourism. Many eco-resorts have established surrounding the tea gardens. Local people who are working in the gardens are involved with eco-tourism directly or indirectly. Tourists come here to enjoy the green garden surrounded by hills. Seeing the sunrise and sunset from the tea garden is also a joy able experience for the tourists. Tourists can also have the opportunity to spend times with the local people. They can experience their lifestyle and culture. People also can experience the processing of tea leaves and learn many unknown thing about the tea. Although some people are involved in eco-tourism but they are not properly involved in this tourism sector because of information lacking. Giving proper nurture to the tea labor about the eco-tourism it can create opportunities for eco-tourism in this area.

[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc12345451]Lawachara National Park
Lawachara National Park is one the major forests in Bangladesh. It declared as national park in 1996 under the Wildlife Act 1974. The total area of the forest is approximately 150 ha. It is one of most biologically diverse forests in Bangladesh. Almost 460 species found in this national park. Deer, monkey, wild chicken, python and leopard are found in this forest. The park is a great habitant for different types of birds. 155 species of birds are found in the park. Huge number of Agar plants and different species of wild orchids are found in this place. Lawachara National Park is a land for different kind of trees including only rare chloroform tree in Asia. There is also a train track inside the park. The train track was featured in a Hollywood film called ‘Around the World in 80 Days.’ Eighteen villages are found near Lawachara and among those Magurchara Punji and Lawachara Punji are within the area of the park. Most of the people are from Tripura and Khasia community and their religion is mostly Hindu and Christian. The profession of these ethnic groups is mostly hunting, betel leaf production, wood collection from the forest for fuel and agriculture in a small scale. The forest is a great source of natural resources. These ethnic groups fulfill most of their basic needs from the material found in the forest. They are less connected with the outside world. Ethnic people living in this forest are somehow involved in the eco-tourism sector. They sell their traditional handicrafts and clothes to the tourists. Tourists living near the park also invite them to enjoy their traditional dance. It affects their income, so they also show interest doing things for the tourists. But they are not aware of about the proper concept of eco-tourism. Lawachara National Park can be a great place to practice eco-tourism which will boost the economy of the ethnic groups living in this place.

[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc12345452]Tribal Ethnic Groups
There are many tribal people who are living in Sreemangal from a long time. As Sreemangal is near the Indian boarder they are mainly originated from Assam and Meghalaya, India. Two of the major ethnic-tribe living in Sreemangal is Manipuri and Khasia. These tribal people are connected with eco-tourism of the area. But if proper steps are given these tribal villages can be a huge attraction for eco-tourism. Proper knowledge and directions can make the eco-tourism activity of this area profitable as well as the tribal groups. 

Manipuri tribes are originated from Manipur, India. After Manipur-Burma war (1819-1825) King Chourajit Singh along with his two brothers came to Sylhet as refugee followed by the effected Manipuri. The Manipuri community came to limelight first after the creation of ‘Bangladesh Manipuri Sahitya Sangsad’ and publication of ‘Dipanvita’ a Manipuri literary magazine. There are near 25,000 Manipuri people are in the country and among them 13,000 are living in Moulvibazar (1991 population census). Manipuri people have rich tradition and culture. Almost every Manipuri home has at least one traditional singer or dancer. They are also known for traditional handicraft and clothes. 

Khasia tribes are originated from Tibet and came to Assam about five hundred years ago and from there they migrated to Bangladesh. Khasia is one of the major matriarchal tribe in Bangladesh. According to Bangladesh Khasia Society there are 30,000 Khasias in Bangladesh. Khasias villages are called punjis. There are 61 punjis in Moulvibazar. Khasia people make their home high from the ground. Khasia people are known for cultivation of betel leaf. 

[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc12345453]People Involved in Eco-Tourism in Sreemangal

Eco-tourism is vast concept. Every person who is aware of environment and tries to protect and preserve the nature and the wild life is involved with eco-tourism activity. Many people are involved with this process directly or indirectly. Not only the person sharing his/or her home to tourists or a resort owner is involved with eco-tourism. There are person who has nothing to do with eco-tourism are involved with this consciously or unconsciously. People who are involved with eco-tourism in Sreemangal are mentioned below:

[bookmark: _Toc12345454]Tribal Community
As mentioned earlier, tribal people are the major participant of eco-tourism in Sreemangal. They are the core people doing this tourism in this area from long time. Many of them are directly involved with eco-tourism by sharing their home with tourists. But they are low in numbers. Tourists are also very much interested sharing time with these people. Many tourists prefer living in tribal village rather than an eco-resort. It gives an authentic essence of eco-tourism. Majority of the tribal community are involved with eco-tourism indirectly. Most of them work as tourists guide or work in an eco-resort. Some of them entertain tourists through tribal music and dance. They are also a part of eco-tourism.

[bookmark: _Toc12345455]Local People
Local people play an important and effective role in the eco-tourism activity. They are original people who are living in this area from years. They represent the area. In Sreemangal local people are very much aware of their culture and norm. They preserve their traditions and cultures. They are very much responsible to the nature. Local people of Sreemangal are very much helpful to tourists. They represent the area as tourist friendly area which attracts thousands of tourists every year. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345456]Eco Resorts and Hotels
Eco-resorts and hotels situated in Sreemangal are also a part of eco-tourism. Eco resorts plays an important role as it’s meant to but normal hotels are also included in this list. The hotels owners also can improve the scenario of eco-tourism in this area. Many hotels use only environment friend products as people are more interested in this. They also provide tourists guide service to let the guests know more about the area.

[bookmark: _Toc12345457]Local Drivers and Vendors
Local C.N.G or taxi drivers and vendors are also a part of eco-tourism activity in Sreemangal. Local drivers are also keen about the environment. They follow the rules strictly. As Sreemangal is tourists zone local drivers avoid harassing the tourists by charging them high price. Local vendors try to avoid the usage of plastic as it is harmful for nature. Both of the groups also help the tourists if they face any problem. The rules made by government are followed strictly in this area. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345458]Tourism Agencies		
There are several tourism agencies works for the eco-tourism in this area. They provide different types of service to tourists including tour plan, accommodation, travel etc. Green Leaf Eco-Tourism is one of the agencies. It is a Sreemangal and Sylhet based tourism agency gives service all over the country. They provide all the necessary elements for the tourists. It tries to make the journey hustle free and provide a true experience of eco-tourism to the tourists. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345459]Local Artists and NGO’s
Artists and different NGO’s are also related to the eco-tourism activity in this area. Many cultural programs have been performed to make people aware of environment and way to preserve it. There are also some NGO’s and volunteer organizations who are working on this issue. ‘Save Our Unprotected Life Soul’ is one of them. It works for the welfare of wilds, feral and stray animals.

[bookmark: _Toc12345460]Local Government 
Upazila of Sreemangal has given some steps on the welfare of the environment and wildlife. They are working on the on the clean and pollution free nature. Recently a great initiative has been given by the local government on removing the railway track from Lawachara National Park. Through involving in these activities local government plays a great role on promoting eco-tourism activity. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345461]Digital Media
Digital media plays an effective role in promoting eco-tourism. Through Facebook, YouTube, online newspaper and others it is easy to reach the people. Many social events on protecting the nature have been created in Facebook. People promote the advantages of green and clean nature through social media. Most of the people get to know about eco-tourism from digital media. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345462]Eco-Resorts in Sreemangal

[bookmark: _Toc12345463]Novem Eco Resort
Novem eco resort situated in Sreemangal is one of the top rated eco resorts in this area. It is almost four kilometers far from Lawachara National Park. The total area of the resort is around three acre. There is tea garden in the resort area. The resort is made with a view that everything in the resort should be environment friendly. The infrastructure of the resort is made out of wood, mud and bamboo. There is also a wooden bridge in the resort. Tourists can experience the essence of raw nature by living in the cottage made by mud. With the rural essence of our country the resort has also an urban touch by providing indoor and outdoor sports room, swimming pool and bar-b-que space. This eco resort is a true place for enjoying the nature staying in the nature. Tourists also can hike and cycling around the places.

[bookmark: _Toc12345464]Shanti Bari Eco Resort   
Shanti Bari Eco Resort is situated in Radhanagar, Sreemangal near Lawachara National Park. This eco resort has an essence of authentic eco resort. This eco-resort is made out of bamboo and wood. The resort tries to convey the message of environment friendly. There is a huge pond in this resort. They also have their own vegetable garden. They provide garden fresh food for their guests. People can experience the actual rural culture of the country with peace. The resort gives employment opportunities to the local people as most of the people working in the resort are locals. In the weekends they arrange dance and singing program performed by the tribal community. They also give chance to the tribal to come and show their traditions to the tourists and sell their handicrafts. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345465]Nishorgo Eco Resort
Nishorgo Eco Resort is a lodging service based on sustainable tourism. It was situated in Moulvibazar in 2005. The resort is surrounded by tea garden and close to Lawachara National Park. The resort is very much environment friendly. Cottage is made of wood and bamboo. There also lemon garden and vegetable garden. Majority of the elements are collected from the nature to run the cottage. There is also a small lake near the resort. Tourists can enjoy the sunset sitting beside the lake. Tourist desires to spend time in nature can come and experience it staying in this resort. The resort plays a big role in the overall improvement of eco-tourism in this area.







[bookmark: _Toc12345466]Chapter 3: Prospects and Problems of Eco Resorts



[bookmark: _Toc12345467]Introduction
Based on consumer reviews end face to face interaction we can find some facts about the eco resorts situated in Sreemangal. Although the eco resorts are a great initiative to boost and promote eco-tourism to the locals but there are some problems regarding these eco resorts. Some problems and prospects of these eco resorts are highlighted below:

[bookmark: _Toc12345468]Problems of eco resorts in Sreemangal:
· Majority of the resorts are run by any private organization or outsider people rather than local people
· Eco resorts are less beneficial for the local people
· Lacking of proper knowledge of eco-tourism 
· Less opportunity to interact with the local people
· Majority of the resorts are neither a proper eco-resort nor a full commercial hotel
· Not as eco-friendly as it should be
· Employees are not well aware of the concept of eco-tourism
· Customer cannot get enough idea about eco-tourism by visiting these eco-resort
· Service of the resorts are not up to the mark
· Poor maintenance facility
· Food was supposed to be fresh but the quality was comparatively low
· Issues with guest safety
· Issues with cleanliness of the resorts
· Eco resort is supposed to be inexpensive but these eco resort are much high in price

[bookmark: _Toc12345469]Prospects of eco resort in Sreemangal
· Great initiative to promote eco-tourism
· Opportunities for local people to know and implement eco-tourism
· Employment opportunities for local people
· Opportunity to experience the raw nature
· Tracking facilities provided by the resorts
· Local guide facilities
· Guest from the urban area can have glimpse of rural Bangladesh by staying in the resort
· Opportunity to experience the local food 
· Opportunity to experience the local culture


[bookmark: _Toc12345470]Problems and Prospects of Eco-Tourism Sector in Bangladesh

[bookmark: _Toc12345471]Problems of Eco-Tourism Sector
Lack of Proper Knowledge	
The lacking of proper knowledge is one of the major problems of eco-tourism in Bangladesh. The visitors as well as the people involved in eco-tourism activity do not have the actual knowledge about eco-tourism. Majority of the so called eco-resort do not apply and follow the actual principles of eco-tourism. They do not provide proper education and instruction to the employees working in the resort. As a result people get wrong perception on eco-tourism. Again many of the eco-tourism has less knowledge about the tourism. They act irresponsibly towards the environment and wildlife as well as the locals.  

Lack of Support
The government is less concern on the eco-tourism issue. Government is not giving proper financial help to this sector. There is not sufficient training program conducted by the government to educate the local or resort owner about eco-tourism. The government has no proper vision about this sector to become a major eco-tourism country. The private sector also lacks interest to help and promote eco-tourism activity. 

Lack of Awareness
People in our country are not aware of the environment and wildlife. They are careless about their surroundings. They have lees interest on the nature and its component and how to protect and preserve them. 

Lack of Promotion
In eco-tourism sector the promotional activity is rarely seen. Although Bangladesh has rich natural resources and proper paces for doing eco-tourism activity but people rarely know them. There is no promotion seen in the print media or TV ad or in digital media on eco-tourism. Even the local people do not have proper idea about the activity.

Negative Perception on Bangladesh
Bangladesh is popular country in the outside country but the tourism sector is not as desirable as others. Still Bangladesh is not considered as a tourism country worldwide. Although the scenario has changes for the conventional tourism but the affect is still there for the eco-tourism. Foreign tourists are less interested to travel into Bangladesh. Things are changing but it will take time to change the image. 

Security and Safety Issues
One of the major problems of the country’s eco-tourism is security hazard. Although the security is better in the urban areas but in the rural area it is a big problem. The eco resorts are generally situated near the forest or far from the town. The security systems in most of those areas are very poor. Especially in the night it is quite dangerous to stay there. People are less interested to come and stay there with family. It is the core reason for why foreign tourists are less interested into the eco-tourism in Bangladesh. 

Conflict between Locals and Tribal Group
There is a huge conflict seen in the eco-tourism area between the local people and the tribal people based on religion, leadership, principles and many more. It has been continuing from years. The eco-tourism activity is greatly affected for this conflict. It is a great reason for the decreasing number of tourist every year. 

Lack of Financial Support
Eco-tourism sector is underexposed in our country. Government is taking many steps for promoting the conventional tourism. There is enough founding from the government as well private sector for conventional tourism. But the eco-tourism sector is not supported enough financially. Lack of proper financial support makes the growth of this sector slower.

Lack of Basic Facilities
Most eco resorts in our country are unable to provide basic facilities to the tourists. Tourists have problem regarding accommodation, food, transportation etc. these resorts are not providing service as good as traditional hotels. Because of this reason fewer tourists from the country as well as foreign are interested in staying in the resorts. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345472]Prospects of Eco-Tourism Sector
Economic Growth
Bangladesh is known as third world country or developing country. The economic condition of the country is not at good condition but it is growing day by day. Although Bangladesh is not an official tourist country but the tourism sector has great potential. The tourism sector is helping on the growth of the economy. WTO stated that for least developed country like Bangladesh tourism is a major sector for economic growth, employment and investment. Currently Bangladesh is able to attract more than 4.5% of total tourist visiting the South Asian countries. The number is increasing rapidly. Beside the conventional tourism eco-tourism also plays an important role on the economic growth. It may not be visible strongly in the statistics but the impact is effective. The main economic growth can be seen in the rural area. Eco-tourism not only increases the economic growth of the local people but also creates employment. It gives chance the rural people to connect with different activity of eco-tourism which will benefit them financially. It also creates small business opportunities to the local. Eco-tourism has the ability to change the scenario of local economy. Through supporting the local economy eco-tourism is eventually making its contribution to overall economic growth.

Women Empowerment
A nation’s prosperity largely depends on women empowerment. Bangladesh is has created many positive milestones on women empowerment. Improving the assurance of primary education and controlling the oversized population are major steps for country’s women empowerment. The increased number in girl’s education fastens the growth of women empowerment of the country. WEF ranked Bangladesh first in gender equality among South-Asian nations. Eco-tourism plays a great role on this issue. It encourages women to take part in the societal work. In Bangladesh most of the eco-tourism workers are women. It gives the women chance to raises their voice in the society and treated same as the male member. When a woman helps the male member of the family economically naturally she gets more attention. Eco-tourism encourages women to work beyond the eco-tourism activity. It helps in changing the narrow mindset of society towards women tries to develop gender equality. It makes women confident enough to work outside the village, learn about their rights and fights against harassment. It educates them about their and children’s health issues. In the garment sector which is responsible for 80% of the country’s foreign earnings, almost 85% of the workers are rural women. 

Environmental Prosperity
The main focus of eco-tourism is to create a pure, clean and safe environment for both human and wildlife. Eco-tourism encourages relying on nature. Unlike conventional tourism eco-tourism focus more on responsible tourism. Responsible tourism is more than just tourism. It focuses on responsible visiting the natural areas as well as maintaining well being with the locals. Eco tourists are more conscious about the nature than normal tourists. They use natural resources as much they can without harming the nature. Eco-tourism activity also focuses on protecting the wildlife. It ensures the safety of the wild life. It encourages maintaining and protecting the natural eco-system. Bangladesh is rich in natural resources. But the extreme urbanization is affecting the nature and the wild life. Deforestation is one of the major crises for the wildlife. It creates imbalance in the eco-system. Thousands of different species trees and animals are vanishing because of deforestation. Eco-tourism helps people to realize the impact of this and make them responsible towards the nature. 

Social Empowerment
Eco-tourism has great impact on the society. Unlike conventional tourism eco-tourism has the ability to reform a society or change or include new norms and values to the society. In the rural areas of the country the culture or the norm of the society is quite conservative. Discrimination on gender, class or age is noticeable on these areas. Eco-tourism can play a great role breaking this age old social rules. Social empowerment generally refers to societies who are socially connected to each other and has the ability to participate in the decision making process. It gives every member to raise their voice and give their opinion on any matters regarding the society. Eco-tourism connects different types of people through its vast activity. When profits are distributed to every level of the participants they found a social connection. In many rural areas local people contributed money and effort to the local school, hospital or religious places. These types of contribution makes social bond stronger. 

Empowerment of Tribal Ethnic Group
Eco-tourism of Bangladesh is blessing for the tribal ethnic groups. It is a great medium for them to express themselves to the outside their arena. The tribal society is not empowered enough in our country. Locals treat them as outsider. Eco-tourism gives a huge opportunity to come along with their culture and tradition. It opens many financial opportunities for them. It helps them to make a strong internal bond and social acceptance towards locals. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345473]Recommendations

· Proper knowledge, education and training program should be given to the local people about the eco-tourism activity
· Proper knowledge and education should be given to the tourists to know the nature and environment and how to maintain the well being towards the nature and local community
· Necessary steps must be taken by the central as well as local government to improve the eco-tourism scenario and attract more people to the eco-tourism sector.
· Free seminars and voluntary activity should be conducted to know the wildlife, how they are important for both the nature and humans and implement the activity practically
· The government as well as the private sector should come forward to promote the eco-tourism and spread the concept to the mass 
· Government should improve overall tourism environment of the country to attract more foreign tourists
· Security of the eco-tourism areas must be improved instantly to attract more local and foreign tourists as it is a major hazard for this type of tourism
· There must be strict monitoring of rules and regulations within the local community to avoid conflict between locals
· The government and private organizations should come forward to help the local people financially to encourage the eco-tourism sector
· There should be a government regulations for the resort owner to follow a minimum standard 
· There should be a proper system for every resort owner as well as local people for waste management
· There should be a regulatory body to maintain similar rate of wages for all the eco-tourism workers
· There can be a link with the foreign tour operators to promote the country’s eco-tourism
· There should be specific plans, goals and vision for the eco-tourism sector by the government
· The eco-tourism areas should be focused and broadcasted in the local as well as foreign media
· Private sector should be involved in tourism spot and related organizations
· Tourism related subject should be start in all the universities
· Communication system must be improved all over the country
· Political environment should be improved and stable to attract more foreign tourists

[bookmark: _Toc12345474]Implementation in Real Scenario
[bookmark: _Toc12345475]Arrange Free Training Program 
To educate the local people and the resort owner as well as the travelers’ free training program on eco-tourism can be conducted. There should be free seminars and real life experiences on the training program. It should emphasize on the importance of wildlife and how to protect them. It will enhance the opportunities for all the people to know more about eco-tourism. Government and private organizations can conduct these free training sessions.

[bookmark: _Toc12345476]Increase Marketing 
Government and private organization can conduct marketing program to promote eco-tourism. There should be a dedicated professional team for promoting eco-tourism in different sector. There should be more advertisement of tourists’ places on print media and digital media. Government also can publish handbooks on tourist attractions and tribal communities of the country.

[bookmark: _Toc12345477]Target Global Tourism Market
To establish eco-tourism properly government should work on capturing global tourism market. For this the natural attractions as well as the culture of the country should be exposed more to the outside world. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345478]Improve Local Security System
The local security system must be improved to ensure more tourists to this sector. There should be tourist police in every tourists spot. The government should also be directly involved in the local security system.

[bookmark: _Toc12345479]Eco-tourism Infrastructure
Eco tourism is an industry in the current scenario. It is the fastest growing industry in the world and has great potential in our country. It has the ability to boost the country’s economy. The government should develop eco-tourism infrastructure. It will help to regulate the eco-tourism industry and shape it to the help the country’s economy.

[bookmark: _Toc12345480]Exhibition
The government and private organizations can arrange different type of exhibition related to the tourism industry especially eco-tourism. The concept is to bring together travel related agencies, BPC, hotel, resort owners, tour operators, and airlines under one roof. It will help people to know the sector practically.

[bookmark: _Toc12345481]Enhance Investment
To implement the eco-tourism there should be more investment from private sectors and also abroad. Proper investment can boost the growth of this sector.

[bookmark: _Toc12345482]Enhance National Hotel and Tourism Activity
There need to establish more government owned resort in very eco-tourism area. The resort must maintain a minimum standard. There should be more tourism activity conducted by the government. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345483]Establish Community Bonding
To ensure a proper eco-tourism environment bonding among local community is needed. It will reduce many problems and risks. Local people will feel more interested and safe if they are committed to their own people. It will help eco-tourism sector grow. 

[bookmark: _Toc12345484]Establish Government Regulations
There should be a regulator body by the government in each eco-tourism area. The main focus of this regulator body is to maintain a standard in every sector of eco-tourism. They will investigate each and every area, resort owners and the local if they are maintaining the standards. They will also monitor the activity of the travelers.


[bookmark: _Toc12345485]Conclusion
The economic condition of Bangladesh is in a boom. Government has taken tourism sector seriously as a tool of economic growth. The government had declared 2016 as tourism year. Eco-tourism in Bangladesh has a great potential. Although Bangladesh adapted the concept lately, but with proper care it can go far with this concept. Bangladesh is full of natural resources. The geographic location, indigenous culture and untouched natural beauties are attracting people from all over the world.  The country can use this gifted resources as an asset. Eco-tourism is the best option to earn more revenue from the nature while protecting them. To establish eco-tourism properly the government should take needed step. Normal people also should come forward to promote this natural tourism sector. Eco-tourism benefits not only the country as a whole it can also benefits the rural people both economically and socially. It is a great tool for economic development for a country like Bangladesh. Although eco-tourism is beneficial for the country, but there are some problems related to eco-tourism. The government should take it more seriously and minimize the problems relating with the issue. 

In the end it can be said that, eco-tourism is a blessing for a country like Bangladesh. So not only government but every citizen of the country should take eco-tourism seriously and work for the betterment of the sector. 
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