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Executive Summary
This internship report is based on ‘Eco-tourism and Community Empowerment’. I was appointed to survey the eco-tourism area of Srimangal.
In this period, I have studied a lot on eco-tourism of Bangladesh, specially the eco-tourism of Bangladesh. It was a great opportunity for me. I gathered a vast knowledge on the eco-tourism sector of our country. My honourable faculty helped me lot in choosing the topic and overall research. 
Eco-tourism is a special kind of tourism which includes visiting relatively remote areas which are commercially not popular as mass tourism. It involves responsible travelling through experiencing the raw natural resources. People doing eco-tourism share their lifestyle, their traditions, and their beliefs with the tourist. It helps in community bonding and building relationship with outsider. Proper and responsible eco-tourism minimizes the negative aspects of conventional tourism and increase positivity towards locality. At present eco-tourism is getting more attention because it’s environment friendly criteria, especially in the rural areas which are economically insolvent.
Bangladesh has an increasing tourism sector. The employment rate in tourism sector is increasing rapidly. Tourism sector has a great impact on the growth of country’s overall GDP. There are many government and private organizations that promote and preserve tourism sector. BTB is one of them. It is government organization which controls tourism sector in Bangladesh. There is also some international organization like UNWTO who works for the welfare of this sector. The growth rate of eco-tourism sector is not as good as conventional tourism. People are unaware of the depth of eco-tourism. There is less promotion of eco-tourism compared to conventional tourism. But the situation is changing now. Both the local community and tourist are getting more and more interest in tourism. Government has also come forward to help this sector by counselling the locals on the importance of eco-tourism; it’s social and economical benefits. They also improved the security of eco-tourism areas, which is a major step that attracting more tourists.
Srimangal is one of the prime locations for eco-tourism in Bangladesh. The vast natural resources, tea garden, tribal groups and their age old tradition, all the ingredients which are ideal for eco-tourism are available there. The tribal are the main people who are doing eco-tourism. They are related with eco-tourism from long ago. This study finds out the people related with eco-tourism directly or indirectly and analyses how eco-tourism is related with community empowerment.
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The meaning of Eco-tourism lies in its name. The word Eco indicates doing thing without harming the nature. Eco-tourism is a kind of tourism which is environment friendly. It focuses on responsible travelling in natural areas, using natural resources and maintaining well being with locals. It is kind of going to the nature through using natural resources and giving respect to the people who are preserving it and managing their livelihood from nature. Eco-tourism tries to maintain the balance between human and nature. It main focus is nature; taking from nature, using it and giving back to nature. It maintains the natural eco-system. In eco-tourism almost everything is from nature; from the home you are staying to the food you are eating. 
Eco-tourism is very much connected with community. A community is consisting of people living in a specific area connected to each other through cultural, geographical, political and other similarities. They shares same beliefs and have impact on each other’s life. Members of community try to build strong relationship among them greater benefits. They connect to different NGO’s as a community empowerment process. Eco-tourism can also be a tool for community empowerment. Community empowerment enables people to have increased their control over their lives. Community empowerment does not only refer to the participation on community participation or involvement. It refers to the impact or changes on the community or their lives they want to see. It refers to the social and political participation and reflection of their opinion on the community. Eco-tourism ensures community empowerment through different levels of the community. 
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A project report is a part of BBA program. Every student doing BBA program must do a project report to complete the whole program. The purpose of the project is to know a specific sector and find some new or unknown things on the sector thorough different methods e.g. surveys,  field visit,  questioner etc. 
To complete my project paper I was appointed to do survey on “Eco-tourism and community empowerment” in the context of Bangladesh. I was instructed to cover the Eco-tourism area of Srimangal. The project paper was completed under the guidance and supervision on Professor S M Asif Ur Rahman
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Although natural based tourism has less attention in the tourism sector but Eco-tourism is growing rapidly. People are getting more interest in eco-tourism globally. Eco-tourism is getting more attention in developing countries and the countries which are less solvent. People doing eco-tourism as a way of earning money while staying home with the natural resources surrounding them. In rural areas where earning source are limited, people easily can earn money by adapting eco-tourism properly. In a country like Bangladesh eco-tourism is bliss. There are countless natural sights where people wish to visit but they can’t because of accommodation problem. Eco-tourism can solve this problem easily. Eco-tourism is also a great tool for women empowerment in the scenario of Bangladesh. In Bangladesh women are not treated equally as men as the men are the only one who pays the bill. But if women do eco-tourism and contribute the family economically, they will be treated more respectfully than before. 
The main purpose of the study is to find out how eco-tourism impact community empowerment, how it effects the life of local people and the overall impact of eco-tourism in the community.
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Community based tourism is an interaction between visitors and host which generates economical and other benefits for both local communities and environment. Local resources play an important role for the human and thorough collaborative approach it can be beneficial for the community. It helps to maintain natural eco-system and reduces carbon-emission. Community based tourism encourage the rural people with minimum or less educational qualification to participates in tourism sector and helps to increase overall tourism revenue. They learn to become socially and environmentally responsible. The primary purpose of community based tourism includes community empowerment, women empowerment, reduce poverty and generate income. 
This paper discusses the impact of eco-tourism on the community, the scope of eco tourism in context of Bangladesh, how it’s related to community empowerment. These issues were not broadly discussed and have less attention to the people. But like large scale tourism, sustainable tourism which is controlled locally has direct benefits to the local population. Eco-tourism and the local community have direct relationship, but most of the people are unaware about it or have less idea about the issue. There is also a misperception about eco-tourism that, people who are directly involved with eco-tourism are the main people. Eco-tourism is a vast idea. People who are indirectly connected are also a part of this tourism. In this paper the focus is not only in the owner or person who run the business but we also focused on the people who are also connected indirectly. We covered a specific area as our zone and selected six types of people or group of people as our source of data. From the data we get to know about their point of view and internal relationship. It emphasizes on how an individual or a group of people can make difference in the community through eco-tourism, how the community reacts to them and the effects of both of the group.
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The data analysis has completed through questionnaire and observation. This is the way data is collected in qualitative research. The research has been conducted in the eco-tourism area in Srimangal. The population of Srimangal is 230,889. 51.76% of them are male and 48.24% are female.  Srimangal has vast natural resources. Majority of the tea garden are situated in here including the first tea garden of Bangladesh ‘Malni choo ra Tea Garden.’ The only tea research institute BTRI is also situated in Srimangal. People are getting more interest in Srimangal. There are also enough natural attraction beside tea garden; Lawachara National Park, Madhabpur Lake, Tribal villages are some of them. People from around the country come here every year. Though there are many hotel and resort but people want to experience the real nature. For this reason eco-tourism got popular in this area. This area has a great impact on overall eco-tourism of Bangladesh. The main people who are involved in eco-tourism are the Monipuri and Khaishia(tribal). They are involved in eco-tourism before it was commercially popular in Bangladesh. So we took Srimangal as our main research zone. Almost every tribal family is connected with eco-tourism either directly or indirectly. People are more interested in their lifestyle than the actual tourist spot. They want explore the nature as a part oif this and living with them as one of them is the most effective way to experience the local environment. Srimangal is a small area, so it is also a beneficial factor for chossing the place. Almost  whole area can be covered easily within the short time period. The research covered three eco-resort(Novem Eco Resort, Shanti Bari Eco Resort, Nishorgo Norob Eco Cottage) , some unnamed eco-resort and local peopole connected with eco-tourism directly or indirectly. 
[image: ]
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The purpose of the report is to calculate the role of eco-tourism in community empowerment, number of the local involved in eco-tourism, locals reactions towards the impact of eco-tourism.
[bookmark: _Toc532143862]Scope and Limitation
This study includes personal interviews, observations and secondary data for collecting desired information. There were several things which create barriers to conduct the research but also had some benefits.
The main problem was to find out the potential candidates for the research. As eco-tourism is not a popular concept in our country, people are unaware of actually where to find the actual candidates. Even people involved with eco-tourism were not aware of what actually they are doing. So I had spent enough time on counselling them about eco-tourism.
Second major problem was the language. People involved in eco-tourism are mainly tribal. They do not understand Bengali language very well. As majority of them are not well educated, their English was poor too. So I have to hire local translator to communicate them. It was time consuming.
As interviewing was the main tool to conduct the research, I had to talk to them individually. As they are mostly less educated, I had to explain each question and tried to get my answer through gossiping with them. It lengthens my research period.
Another problem was the unwillingness to reveal their information. I have to convince each of them for every questionnaire. 
Despite of some problems there was some strength also. As I was appointed for a specific topic within a specific area, I had enough time to know about the topic. It helped for both primary and secondary source of data. 
The area I covered was not geographically big enough. So within this short period I got enough information about the area and had good understanding with the locals.
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This chapter explains the methods that have been used to conduct the research and is divided into seven parts. The research type is adopted before outlining the data collection process, methods and presentation. 
Research Type
This research is a descriptive educational research.
Data Type
In this report both primary and secondary sources are the source of data and information.
Primary data:
· Direct observation
· Interview of potential candidate
· Face to face communication with local community
· Information from tourist
Secondary data:
· Website of different tourism firm
· Books on eco-tourism
· Journal from the internet
· Previous researches on eco-tourism
Sample Size
The research is conducted to calculated empowerment of local community because of eco-tourism. It is quiet impossible to find out all the people related in eco-tourism as it is a vast idea. All of people cannot be covered in a limited time frame. To make the research easy and cover almost all community we divided the whole community in six groups. Each group represents their own community. By this we can cover the entire community member, their thoughts about eco-tourism. In this survey the local community of Srimangal consists of two tribal groups, CNG drivers, tourist guide, local shop owner and the resort owner. Total sixty three people were involved in direct questionnaire procedure.
	Number
	Target Respondents
	Sample

	1
	Resort Owner
	06

	2
	Monipuri Community
	07

	3
	Khasia Community
	11

	4
	Local CNG Driver
	12

	5
	Tourist Guide
	11

	6
	Local Shop Owner
	16

	Total
	
	63





Sampling Techniques
Non-probability sampling technique was used, because in qualitative research the sample size is comparatively low. There is no official rule of how many people one needs to interview. At first the area and population of the survey has been selected and got the permission letter from local chairman. Permission from the leader of tribal group was also required. After that a group was selected randomly for the survey. All members who are suitable for the survey were selected from each family to ensure the presence of all groups in the community in the survey. After that question were asked to each member from every group. The questions were explained to each of them verbally because most of them are not properly educated.
Data Collection Method
This research was exploratory in nature because the concept of empowerment is not discussed broadly in CBE model. The study includes qualitative research method because it concentrates in understanding human behaviour from informant’s perspective. In qualitative data collection key informant interviews and secondary data collection methods were used. Key informant interview is an effective qualitative data collection method for gaining better research information. Interviews helps participant in understanding the research goal. It helps participant to know the subject matter deeply, so that they can express their raw experience. Key informant interview enables collection of real and authentic information which is very much effective for the research.
The question of the interview was prepared in a way that it includes all the necessary information about eco-tourism, community empowerment and the links between both. The question pattern includes general information, structured question and direct and indirect question which find out potential satisfaction and dissatisfaction.
Data analysis Method
Qualitative data analysis can be divided into content analysis, narrative analysis, discourse analysis, framework analysis and grounded theory. In this report framework analysis has been used because of the research criteria. Framework analysis has been used in research with specific question, pre-designed sample and limited time. It helps to identify the community involvement in eco-tourism, opportunity to participate and how eco-tourism is linked with community empowerment.
Data Presentation Method
The data is presented in semi-tabular method. This research enables to gather information through reading and analysing the information through tabulate presentation. 
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        BPC                                                          Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation
        BTRI	                                                    Bangladesh Tea Research Institute
        CBE	                                              Community-Based Ecotourism
        CNG	                                     Compressed Natural Gas
        GDP	                                    Gross Domestic Product
        NGOs	                                                  Non-Government Organizations
        UN	                      United Nations
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As mentioned before, the people of the research has divided into six groups. Among them the main group of the study is the resort owners or persons who run the business. They are directly involved with eco-tourism. They are the people who adopt the theory in real life and make an impact on the surroundings. Eco-tourism is mostly common in rural areas and is unknown thing to most of the locals. They have no idea about eco-tourism and its prospects, although they are somehow connected with it. The main focus of the study was to find out the persons related to eco-tourism, their involvement, how it affects their life and relationship with the society. Though the main focus was the resort owner, other person relating with eco-tourism has also major contribution to the sector and has their individual role in community empowerment. We interviewed the entire group in detail to measure their involvement, benefits they get, problems they face and their expectation, because community empowerment depends on overall community. The findings are then interpreted into descriptive and tabular form to analysis the actual scenario of the community empowerment situation. Each situation has been described for the ease of understanding the study. This chapter has divided into four parts-
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The focus of the questionnaire is to find out the empowerment of local community because of eco-tourism. There are several factors that affect community empowerment.  In this study we divided empowerment in five parts. Each part calculates empowerment in specific areas which helps to measure the overall empowerment of the total community.
Economic empowerment: Eco-tourism ensures long term economic gains for local community. Community members’ shares cash between them which is earned from eco-tourism. To measure economic empowerment of a community through eco-tourism, it is important to calculate business opportunities it creates. Economic growth also is not limited into some tangible variables. There are some other factors that prove economic growth. Economic empowerment is also determined by the way thinking. An economically empowered community faces problems like natural calamity more maturely than an economically underpowered community. 
Social empowerment: Social empowerment occurs when a community feels social attachment has been ensured by the eco-tourism activity. Social empowerment generally refers to the empowerment of the young group, women and children. The profit from eco-tourism being used in social welfare is the reflection of social empowerment such as building community school, road, improving water supply etc. Social empowerment maintains equal contributions of community members in community activity and enhances bonding between community members.
Environmental empowerment: Environmental empowerment focuses on protecting the overall environment and enhancing the dependency on environment. It tries to make balance between the nature and human. One of the main focuses of eco-tourism is also to create balance. It focuses more on nature, using natural resources in day to day life. Nature has given us everything. If we people use those resources properly there will be more balance in the overall environment. Through eco-tourism environment can be protected properly. Eco-tourism is run by the local people, who grown in the environment. They know the environment more than anyone, so they know the exact way to treat the nature. Eco-tourism helps in overall environmental empowerment by preserving nature as it is.
Political empowerment: Political empowerment in eco-tourism means to hear the people involved in eco-tourism activity before implementing any decision regarding eco-tourism. It refers to the equal participation of all community members in matters relating their interests. Women and young people should be included in the political decision making process. The decision making power should be decentralized and divided into different levels of community. There should be a spokes person from every group who will raise the problem and expectations of each group.
Psychological empowerment: Psychological empowerment of a community refers to the confident on own ability, independent, has connection and understanding with own community members, and has the courage to take challenges. Eco-tourism preserves a community’s traditions, their own culture, protect and promote the traditions to the world. Local community get more confident and proud on showcasing their own cultures and traditions, which make them empower. They get recognized because of their unique values, natural resources and traditional knowledge from the outsider which increase their self esteem. The increasing profit and economical solvency is also a major source of psychological empowerment.
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The questionnaire made for the participants was in English. The questionnaire was in both open and close ended. Likert scaling technique was used to make the questionnaire. It is mostly used scaling technique in questionnaire. In likert scaling technique subject are required to express if they are agree or disagree with a statement on a five point scale. Then the responses count in numerical form. Likert scale enables participant to express their thoughts more elaborately than a simple yes/no answer. Therefore there would more data to work with and more elaborate results. The strongly agree/agree refers to agreement with the statement and disagree/strongly disagree refers to disagreement with the statement, whether neutral refers neither agree nor disagree. After completing the questionnaire each item may be analyse to find the results. 
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	Economic Empowerment

	Statement
	Justification

	I think I can improve my economic level through eco-tourism activities -
	Refers to the potential economy level that can be gain through eco-tourism. The chances of having more economic growth both the current and potential participant of eco-tourism. 

	I think I am/ will be capable of running my family expense properly with this income-
	Refers to economic solvency of an individual. If eco-tourism is enough for the income to a family properly.

	It can increases the sale of those items that are locally produced-
	Refers to the impact of eco-tourism in local community. If the eco-tourism increases the sale of locally produced products. 

	Eco-Tourism creates new opportunities for employment -
	Refers to the impact of eco-tourism in employment rate. It includes job offers for local community in different sectors of eco-tourism.

	I can earn more doing other things rather than eco-tourism activities-
	Refers to the comparison of eco-tourism with other sector existing in the local. If there is more opportunity to earn more through eco-tourism.

	I think it is best way of income for women staying at home-
	Refers to flexibility of eco-tourism. If it is the only best option for women or there are other options.



	Social Empowerment

	Statement
	Justification

	Through eco-tourism I can get more involved with my community-
I will gain/have gained respect from my community after starting eco-tourism-
I will get /have got involved in community decision making-
Eco-tourism can  make me feel valued in the community-
Through eco-tourism I can get more involved with my community-
	Refers to the acceptance to the local community. The role of eco-tourism in improving relationship with own community. The attention or compliment that can be gained because of eco-tourism. The participation in community decision making which may increase the relationship with local community.

	Male members of my family/community are/will be  helpful towards my activity-
	Refers to the scenario of eco-tourism from women’s perspective. If there is enough support from male to start and grow.

	There are chances of facing some criticism from my community regarding eco-tourism-
	Refers the negative aspects of eco-tourism. It includes insults, criticism, less interaction from the locals.

	There are chances of facing difficulties while communicating with foreign tourists-
	Refers to the language barrier. If there are a problems with interacting with outside tourist.







	Environmental Dimension

	Statement
	Justification

	I am/will be capable of utilizing natural resources properly to serve the community-
	Refers to the proper use of nature through this eco-tourism activity. If the usages of natural resources helping the local or creating problems.

	There are chances of getting complains more often from my community because of this activity-
	If the activity is running in a well manner without making any problems that can affect the locals. 

	I think the environment is safe  enough for tourists -
	Refers to the security of tourists. Is the area where the business is being run is safe enough. 

	I think eco-tourism helps to protect and preserve wildlife-
	Refers to the prospects of eco-tourism in protecting the environment and wild-life.



	Political Empowerment

	Statement
	Justification

	I think I can gain/have gained learning facilities from government regarding eco-tourism-
I can get/have got economical help from government in doing eco-tourism activities-
	Refers to the involvement of government in eco-tourism activity. If there is enough support from government regarding tourism education as well as economic help. 

	I can have the access to get involved in decision making in this sector-
	Refers to the involvement in decision making process of government activity which will be applied on the community.



	Psychological Empowerment

	Statement
	Justification

	There are chances of gaining more skills and knowledge through eco-tourism-
	Refers to the potential learning and practical skills through eco-tourism activity.  

	I am capable of solving problems by myself-
My husband/male members of family take/will take suggestions from me while decision making-
My children take/will take my opinion regarding their schools and others matters-
	Refers to the individual dependency that has gained from eco-tourism. If the participation in family matter and regarding children has increased or will increase after eco-tourism activity.
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Economic Empowerment
The research calculates the economic empowerment of Srimanagal eco-tourism area, which is pretty good. The eco-tourism of Srimangal has a great impact on its economy. People are improving their current economic situation by doing eco-tourism activity. Local people are getting financially solvent by selling locally produced goods in this area. They are running their family pretty good. There are also low rate of unemployment as eco-tourism is creating new jobs day by day. People adopted eco-tourism as a better option for earning more and getting more involved in eco-tourism. From the economic empowerment section of questionnaire there are 66% positive responses. But there also need some improvement to involve eco-tourism as a major tool for economic empowerment.







Social Empowerment
The percentage of social empowerment in this area is moderate. The eco-tourism activity in this area has a good role in social empowerment. People are getting more involved to their community because of this tourism. They are receiving good feedback and help from their own community. People are getting involved in community decision making and getting appreciation from the community as well as outsider. The percentage of social empowerment is 55%. But the growth rate is still not satisfying. There are little gap in this area. People are facing problems because of tourists. Sometimes the community complains because of some occurrences created by the tourists. The language barrier is also a reason for the comparatively low empowerment. 








Environmental Dimension
The percentage of environmental dimension is good enough. Eco-tourism is mostly known for environmental friendly operations. It is one of the major sectors of eco tourism. So naturally the growth rate will be high in this sector. Srimangal is known for its natural resources. People living in here are very conscious about the environmental dimension. People are utilizing the natural resources into their eco-tourism activity. They are making the best use of nature by involving it into this business. Most of the resort in Srimangal is eco-friendly. The houses are built from natural equipment. The food is also coming from the nature. It is one of the best ways to protect the nature. It creates scopes for normal people to go into the nature for a while. It is probably the best way to preserve the nature. But there are some problems regarding safety. Some tourist feels less safe in the wild environment. Sometimes the tourists also create problems which are not proper for the environment. The percentage in this sector is 71%.






Political Empowerment
The political empowerment in this area is the lowest, which is 10%. Political empowerment consists of government involvement in the sector. The facilities from the government are very low. There are no or a few chances for locals to learn about eco-tourism briefly. Some tourist guide had a basic learning on location but there is no facility for the resort owner and tribal groups to learn and know eco-tourism activity briefly. They do it from their own knowledge. The local community has no chance to participate in the decision making procedure from government. There is also no economical help from the government. Government is less concern about the matter. Political empowerment need to improve to ensure other empowerment.








Psychological Empowerment
Psychological empowerment is the highest in this sector, 75%. Psychological sector includes inner satisfaction, confident and growth. People working in this sector are more satisfied than others. People are getting confident and take their decisions by themselves. They are confident enough to face new problems. The women involved in eco-tourism have the most impact. They feel more independent and self dependent than ever. The view toward them has changed. Both the community and family members are accepting them more respectfully than before. They are participating in the decision making. The male members from the family and community are accepting their participation in the decision making. They are more involved in their children’s education. Overall women are getting more and more empowered because of eco-tourism. Psychological empowerment is most important in the empowerment process. If one is psychologically empowered than other empowerment will be gain very rapidly. 






Overall Empowerment
The community empowerment graph shows the overall empowerment in the local community because of eco-tourism. The highest level of empowerment is found psychological sector. The environmental empowerment has the second highest empowerment level. There is moderate empowerment in economic sector. Social empowerment is comparatively lower than the above mentioned sector. The lowest level of empowerment is found in Political sector. The graph explains the current situation of eco-tourism of Srimangal. From the analysis a brief idea can be developed on the eco-tourism of Srimangal.
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There are some recommendations which has given below that can be helpful for the eco-tourism sector in the research area-

· The poverty level of the area should be reduced. It will lessen the economic pressure on them and facilities their participation.
· The government and private company should come forward to help the local community economically and educationally.
· The government should provide the local community technological knowledge and current idea about the world so that they can connect with the world.
· There should be more educational institute for local children.
· There should be more information available on eco-tourism on other countries.
· Need to open relevant organizations like BPC, travel agent, local scholars that can help the growth of eco-tourism.
· Need to conduct more research on this area so that more information can be gathered about the vast resources. It will gather more notice and help the eco-tourism sector in this area.
· There should be specific rules and criteria on eco-tourism like commercial tourism.
· There should be a specific board on each area which will control the eco-tourism activity of whole area.
· There should be an information zone on each area.
· Need to develop more consciousness on the environment both for the tourist and local community
· The safety of the area should be more improved
· Need more promotional activity on eco-tourism which will help to spread the activity more to attract more attention
· Government and others commercial activity should be held on these areas to encourage the local tradition and values.
· Need to improve the transportation system in the area.
· Need to implement a chain of command system. It will help the local community to run the business systemically.
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Eco-tourism is a way of living. It shares a life of a age old community to the outsider. It makes people come to the nature. It helps people to become more conscious about nature. Srimangal is rich in natural resources. People living there are poor and are mostly dependent on nature. They are using the natural resources in their day to day life. They have less or no education to protect the nature. The proper knowledge of eco-tourism will help them to earn from the nature without hampering the nature. It will help to manage the environment properly. It will change their view on environment, to the society and their life. It will make them more confident both economically and mentally. It will change their view on communication with outsider. Eco-tourism helps to connect with the locals and outsider. Eco-tourism is not only important for the person who is doing it but also important for the local community. It can change the overall community. Everybody in a community can be connected with eco-tourism either directly or indirectly. So there should be proper implication of eco-tourism in the remote areas to ensure empowerment within local community.
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Personal Information
Name:  
Permanent Address:
Current Address:
Gender:
· Male
· Female
· Others
Age: 
Education:
· None 
· Below SSC
· SSC
· HSC
· Graduate or above
Occupation:
Monthly Income     :
Marital Status:
· Single
· Married 
· Divorced
· Others(specify)
Number of Children:
· 1
· 2
· 3 or above
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Eco-tourism and women empowerment
	
	STATEMENT
	Strongly Agree (5)
	Agree (4)
	Neutral (3)
	Disagree (2)
	Strongly Disagree (1)

	A
	Economic Empowerment
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	I think I can improve my economic level through eco-tourism activities -
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	I think I am/ will be capable of running my family expense properly with this income-
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	It can increases the sale of those items that are locally produced-
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Eco-Tourism creates new opportunities for employment -
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	I can earn more doing other things rather than eco-tourism activities-
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	I think it is best way of income for women staying at home-
	
	
	
	
	

	B
	Social Empowerment
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Through eco-tourism I can get more involved with my community-
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Male members of my family/community are/will be  helpful towards my activity-
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	I will gain/have gained respect from my community after starting eco-tourism-
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	I will get /have got involved in community decision making-
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
	There are chances of facing some criticism from my community regarding eco-tourism-
	
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Eco-tourism can make me feel valued in the community-
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
	There are chances of facing difficulties while communicating with foreign tourists-
	
	
	
	
	

	C.
	Environmental Dimension
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
	I am/will be capable of utilizing natural resources properly to serve the community-
	
	
	
	
	

	15.
	There are chances of getting complains more often from my community because of this activity-
	
	
	
	
	

	16.
	I think the environment is safe  enough for tourists -
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
	I think eco-tourism helps to protect and preserve wildlife-
	
	
	
	
	

	D.
	Political Empowerment
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
	I think I can gain/have gained learning facilities from government regarding eco-tourism-
	
	
	
	
	

	19.
	I can get/have got economical help from government in doing eco-tourism activities-
	
	
	
	
	

	20.
	I can have the access to get involved in decision making in this sector-
	
	
	
	
	

	E.
	Psychological Empowerment
	
	
	
	
	

	21.
	There are chances of gaining more skills and knowledge through eco-tourism-
	
	
	
	
	

	22.
	I am capable of solving problems by myself-
	
	
	
	
	

	23.
	My husband/male members of family take/will take suggestions from me while decision making-
	
	
	
	
	

	24.
	My children take/will take my opinion regarding their schools and others matters-
	
	
	
	
	

	25.
	There are chances of increasing confidence level after starting eco-tourism
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